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Attions when they do amifs,. Of the Right of Petitioning, and the Method and Pract icablenefs 


ors in their Choice of Members. 





From @ilebnesdap April the. 25th, to Satucday April the 28th, 1705. 


4 Peritioning to Parliaments concerning-the Grand Affaits of the Kingdom.  Direttions td 
le ‘dike : | 
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© Asier-Obfervator; it will not | 
now be long e’er the bietti- 

| iL ons for Members will Come 
mence, and therefore I would :defire you ‘to give 


Country-m. 











me fome Inftruétions how I may guidé my {elf 
in my Vote,: which ‘may -bevalfo. of General 
Beriefit. hie 3 ti¥G 
Obf. One. would think that fo mary- Mi- 
ftakes.in the Choice,of our Membeis fhould di- 
rect us tothe true Path to Happinels, Have we 
= not been fore-warn’d by our own Indifcretzon in 
| taking Men ipo Traft, fuch as we neither knew 
their Abilities, nor perhaps their Perfons ? This is 
® a Pig ina Poke, -Honeft Conntry-man, and it be 
§ goes againit the National Iuteref in Parliament, 
you have but one way asT know of, and thiat-1s 
not t6 chufe him again. i 
You have two Precious-Confiderations, 1M Of- 
der tothe determining of your Judgment con- 
cerning 2 new’ EleCtion. 1ft. The Power and Au- 
thority of the Houfe of Commons, when choten, 
and-aly, The Power and Authority. of their Ele- 
étors to Contre? or’Check them-when chofen. 
To the firft, “Phere can’ be no greater Fower 
vefted in a fingle Perfon, or in'a Reprefentative 
Body, than that.ok the Eglifs Houfe of Comnions, 
for in that Honfe ‘every Commoner: in England is 
Vertually prefent. Our Reprefentatives have the 
whole Power of the People Delegated to”them,. 
they are the very Lifeand Soul of Power, but on- 
ly for the Good of the Electors, according to the 
Common Notions of Power; for all Power, all 
Authority ‘and Dominion has its Inftitution for 
the Common Good, and derives its Effence trom the 
Oniverfal Confent of Communities, who, by Pads, 
Covznants, Stipnlations and Reftipulations, did de- 
mife and make over their. Authority and Power 
to their Delegates, tor the well ordering of the Af- 
tairs of the Community. The Supream Being Go- 
verns the Univerfe for Goud, as an Example to 
Subordinate and Inferiour. Powers how they thould 
Govern and Behave themfelves. 
-. [need not {tand to fhow the Authority of the 
Colleive Body of the Ki 2 in Parliament ; it 
is certainly very Great, tho’:under Reftrictions, 
and then confequently the-Power of the People is 
but very {mall, when they have made their Truft 
over to ot 
the-Execution of that Truft; yet the Original 
and Fountain of Power remains where it was, as 
when a Man defers fome Concerns about his | 
Eftate to the Determination of other Perfons, he 
has the Original Power and Right dtill, and the 
Truft is but Temporary, and he is not bound to 
confent to what the Referers fhall order in Dimi- 
uution of his Original Right, Or contrary to the 
Articles of Truft. Re Sie 7 
If we find our Parliaments backwards in pe 
formance of Duty, or forwards in abufing their 
raft, 1 don’t’ knew what we can f2y or do to ! 


hers, and they are AGually Sitting in | 





them. ‘They have the Power, and are Sitting in 
Execution of the Truft we have repofed in them, 
and there is no way of Examining how a Truft 
has been Executed until fuch timecas the Truft is 
expired,-which is at the End oi three Years: in 
this Cafe. 

Country-m. But, Mafter, if Lhave given a Map 
a Letter of Attorney, may not, 1 revoke it? 

Obf. That’s according to the Powers you have 
given. your Attorney. But. this is not a Similar 
Cafe. -The Truft. muft'bé‘revok’d by. the Power 
that made the Truft; and pray how fhallall the 


_ EleGtors in'England meet to difclaim the Autho- 


rity of their Reprefentatives? Befides, they cans 
not meet but as.the'Law directs, thatas, by. the 
Queens Writ, and did. you ever heat of a King or 
Queen of England that Iilved Writs to Burroughs, 
Sc, for the Diffolution of a Parliament, which is 
the Prerogative of the Cxown. No, Honelt Com 
try-man, the Queen: Iilues Her rits for the Ele- 
ction of a New Parliament, and thofe Writs tell 
you, you thould chute two of your felves, but if ine 
{tead ‘of that, you*lichufe one Fool from London, 
and @ Kyave trom Ireland, de’ye hear, Honeft 


| Country-max>tis yout own dear Choice, and reit 


your felf contented with your Bargain’; youand 
your Members are ty’d with a Band like thatof 
Matrimony, ; ’ 
Country-m. Not’ quite fo-bad neither: For if a 
Man happens to Marry fuch a Bitch-Fox Whore 
as thie Docks ‘Gaptain Kate at Coventry, one 
mutt keep her all ones Life Time ; but if one are 
Mairied to Members that run a Whoring after 
‘the Garlick and Tyle-pits of -Agypt, great is our 


| Comfort, we fhall be Divors’d at the three Years 


end.* But, Mafter, if we find our Members don’t 
‘AG in Parliament.tor the Ends and Purpofés 
they were fent thither, may’nt we Petition them 


and thow what we would have done? Iam fure - 


I have heard a great Talk about the Peoples Right 
of Petitioningy ~  - - | | 

© Obf: Yes, that you have; and: by thofe that 
knew nothing of the Bufinefs. The Right of Pe- 
titioning feems to be a Natural Rights ; The God 
of ature teceives; with an equal Favour, Petiti- 
ons from the Mouth of the meaneft Cottager as 
from the Inhabitant of the greateft Palace. Sy- 


perb and Hanghty muft be even to the higheft 


degree of Pride, that will refufé a Petition trom 
the moft Abje? Supplicant. But ’tis. not the 


Right of Petitioning ux General that we are f{pea- 


king of. we nn me 

When the People ‘of England have complain’d 
of an Infringement of this Right, it has been gee 
nerally in Refpéct to the Crow, when the Sub- 
jects have labour’d under the Preflures of a Cor- 
rupt Minifiry, who had heni*d in the King ameng 
themfelves, and would not fuffer the Subject to 
Petition for a Redrels of their Grievances. This 


was 


Val. IV. fini, 8 
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Of the Power of the Parliewent sili Sisting: OF the Power of their Elettors to Controul their 
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was a great Fvil, and fit to be Remedied by the 
Common Council of the Kingdom. = 
The People too, may Petition. their Repren- 
tatives either for or againft a Bill, or for Redrefs 
of. Publick Grievafices; but how far they may 
Petition in Point of Bufinefs betore the House, 


that relates to the Grand Affair of Government, ~ 


isa thing b find undetermined in the Old Law 
Rooks, and we have few or. no Record’ or Prece- 
dents in this Cafe, 

Petitioning againft theProceedings of Parliament, 
in the Grand Affair of the Nation, as concerning 
Raifing of Money, or Settling the Succefion, &e. 
feemns to me very Impratticable. 

For the Raifing of Money, is a Point fo Dear 
and Precious, fach an undoubted Right of the 
Commons, thatin all our Englifh Hiftory I don’t 
find that any of our Princes, Kings, or Queens of 
this Realm, did:ever pretend to dire& them in 
that Point; and a Petition in that Cafe is in- 
deed a Remontftrance. 

Belides, they themfelves:are the beft Judges in 
thie Cafe ; they have the,Accounts of the Nation 
before ‘em ; they know whether the Exchequer be’ 
Empty, or whether it Abounds, and Confequently 
¢an beft Jixdge of the difpatch of the Monzy Bills. 

If Petitions, in any. Grand: Afair, are brought 
to Parliainent, they muft come Signed by the 
Majority ot the Freebolders; it from a County, if 
from a Biirrough, by the Mayority of the EleZors. 
Now.if the Freeholders of one County thould preter 
a Petition for'a Thing, the Freebolders of another 
County may Petition againit J, and confequent- 
ly the Burroughs and Corporations, for we never 
yet knew the Zleéors. themielves of the fame 
Opinion: All thefe Petitioners would have their 
Petitions Confider'd, Examined, and Anfwered, 
and what a Perplexing ‘piece of Bufinefs would 


this be'to the Houfe, even’ to the Conjumption of | 


their whole time, and the Obfrudiow of Publick 


Bufinefs ? geen ee 
_ If our Reprefentatives infringe our Liberties by 
Imprifoning our Perfons, 8c-we mult feek our 
Remedy at Law, as the Aylefhury Men did; and if 
we are deny’d our jult Relief, we muft make Ufe 
of the lait:‘Remedy, that is, to chufe: them no 
mire, andwhen they ave Up and gone, that is, 
‘Dead, to Write their Epitaphs with what Enco- 
wiuns wethink fit, . — gS ehy 
~- Now; Honeft Country-man, fince the Houfe of 
Commons have fo. great.a Power, and {ince it is 10 


difficult a thing for their Ele@ors to Controu) © 


that Power, I think ‘tis. the fairelt Argument 
that can be, why we fhould: be diligent.in. the 
choice of fuch Gentlemen to Repreient Us, as 
= not Abufe that Power, in milufing their 
-Elefors, and who will 






~ 1Good Lord, fays one, What a Parliament bave we 


ogot Says another, Can: the Principals be-In i- | 


ford by theitDelegate, and) demy’d the Benefit. of 


(Law ¢ Saysea third, Here's nothing. minded but 


give Us no Occation of : 
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Tack’d away the Funds Rais'd to enable Her Majefly, 10 carry of 
oe ee War againft our Common Enemies. 
'. “Tis avery idle. thing for Men to perplex themfelves under 
, ease) 1g “of thei procuring 5 like the Weach, who, 
whe Mi€ is half gone with Child Gondemas the Man shar 

the Baftatd, without réRlesting on her own firaré of the Crime ; 
We cap, as We (ay, makeno mofe ofthe Cat chan her Sige 
you chafe Unlucky Members, you muft expe& Unlucky Tricks 


from them: And ‘tis. but. Keafonable, if weupake, Rods (or our 
own Backfides, that we fha 1 She Ginel of ear rn thon ™ 
goeft into chy Orcharll now thiy Péar-Tree is in Bloffom, dof 


think it will bear Apples:in. the Autumn ? Or that. thy Apple-Tyee 
will bear Pears, or thy. Wheat, Barley of Oars.? Can’ thou 
make a Silkén Purfe of thy Sows Ear, of has thon got an‘Are 
to Blanch an Aithjopian ? : 

If you chufe Members: that be iiJ, Curfe, and Swear, and 
Blafpheme, and at the fame Time pretend to be Aigh-Cburch- 
men and Refin'd Chriflians,.do you expe thar they will take 
any Care of Religion, and promote thac Reformation of Matners, 
for the want of whichsGod has a Conrroverfte with us ? J fay doft 


} imagine that Mem abandoned to all manner of Lewdnefs and 


‘ Tmpiery, will ever eftablith our Holy Religion according to che 
Precepts of our Bleffed Saviour, who is che Supreani ‘Infallivie 
Head of the Church ? - 

In Refpe& to theQueen and Government 3 do you make 
good Provifiom for either, when you chufe Membefs. that 
Thwart-and Oppofe Her Majefty in all Her Pious Defires.and 
Intentions for the Peace ahd Welfare of thefe’ Kingdoms, ‘and 
Grieve Her Righteous Spirit, by their’new Fnvented*and Sta 
died methods of Contention? fay, do you make any Provifi= 
om ia your Choice for the Eafe and Safety of Her Majefty 
Her Governmenr, when you Eleé& Men, Tate Newnes Coste 
of Sulphur and Nitre, Red-hor Boutefeu’s that fling rhe Fire- 
Balls of Contention in the Face of Majefty it felt? 1083 

_ Ia Refpe& co out Conftitution, the Ancient Laws and Libers 
ties of Englifhmen; for the fecurity of thefe do you make an 
Provifiori, when you chufe Meu of Arbitrary and Siavifh Princk 
pies, who would untye our Bands of Unity,and render {uch vaft 
Numbers of Natives uncapable of affifting the Queen in De. 
feace of Her Royal Dignity, the Laws of the Realm, ‘and the 
Liberty of the Sabjet? Do you think chat thofe will ever 
Heartily endeavour to kee pout the St-Germains Preceader,who, 
with the greareft Zeal imaginable, order ‘the’ Profecuting of 
thofe that. write againft him, and take no Notice of thofe chac 
write in Defence of his 'Righc.'to che Crown, tho’ a late:Law 
makes ic High-Treafon fo todo? if you chufe fuch Men «as 
thefe; Reap she Fraic of your own Labours your own {elves ; 
a few of us have fele rhe fmart of an ill Choice this laft Seffi- 
ons; but if you do gor mend your Hands now, we fhall havé 
more Company another time, and-what not long fivce hap. 
pened co a few, will prove a General Colamity, 

~ Country m. All this js. Truth. [can vouch but for One. 
And 1-will affyre. you, my Tacker fhall never have the Vote of 
Roger, your Country tat. R 


"THE London-Spy Compleat, in Eighteen Parts. The Se 
T Eidos aia tote Additions. By the Author ef ithe 
IE Second Volutse of cheWekings of the Autor of eheite 
I econd Volutne ritings of the Author of the:Zbn- 
\ dom Spy. Bas sy 4, The,Poets Ramble after cae 
2 Sot’s Paradife: Or, the Humours of a Derby-Ale:Houfe. - 
Ecelefia @ Fattio, A Dialogue between Bow-Steeple Dragon, ai 
xchange Grafheppér. 4. Modera Religion ‘and Antient Loy- 
alry 5. A Walk co Ifington : With a Detcription of New Twn- 
bridge-Wellsand Sadlers Mafick-Houfe. 6. The infinuating Bawa 
Or, the Reema, Basicx. q. The Revels of the Gods: Or, A 
mble thro’ t vens. 8. Battle without Bloodfhed: .Or 
Aartial Difcipline Buffoon’d by che Gity Train-Bands. »..O Ra- 
“ree-fhow, O. reap thaw: Or, the City Featt; 10. The : 
Combat :. Or, the Baiting ‘of the Tyger. 11. A Hue a af. 
ter the Man Midwife, who er’d the Land Bank of th 
Money. -12. The Dutch Guards Farewel to, England. 


- ana. 43. A Trip 
lamaica. 14, A Trip.to England.. 152 A-Froxi 
Ue a6. the Deas sckools Wich ite Adbcannts ok oh, 
Fant ety Dae a7 A to. Stir-Bitch-Fair. 18. The Hu- 


rs of a Coffee-Houfe :sA Comedy. 19. ong apg 
Por. 2, The Rife and Fall of ‘Madara dajer : One 
Unfortunate flip ‘from the Tavern-Bar ingo the Sargeons Powder- 

‘ving Tubs. The Second Edition. rhs tke per eb 
‘T HE Travels of an Englifh Gentleman from London’ to Rome 
w oe Containing a ical Defer iption of whar Ne met 















‘Occafional, Coniormity «and the Church, the | with Remarkable in vers City, Town, and Religious Houfe in. 
eChurch axd Qccafiona} Conformity *: When. it | the wholeJourney. Alfio an Account of their Ridiculons Religion, 
-they had put the Queftion tight, it thould have Su in hot Woods Like srewile, The DabauchdLivese dame 
been thus, Wat a Paik oe eglizent People.were erigues of Oe uftf a tan Gan ous Nuns, With an 
we in Chufing~ fiach. 9% Who, inftead : Sige Reficttio e & y. Perer’s‘Church ; 
Singing the et of Parties, pave fought all | the lat : d Jubilee at ROE. Now Publifbed for thé Diver/i- 
‘Methads ta fer the Nation in a Flame, and rather | G'S ahige” All three. fold by 7. oma the Voce a 
than rehinguajlh their own Caprice, would bave i raleeterss in foes Gerke ey _ 
ete ouiammen . oo oa ghee baile ss ia a ' SS Ee eae 

wy co eu. stycey. - Lamdon,’ Printed fox the Author, John Tutchin, 1705. 





